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From the Director 
 
Friends of the Decatur Civic Chorus,  
 
Twelve years ago, I accepted a position at First Baptist of Decatur 
as the Worship Arts Leader. It was then I met Mary Anne Sharpe 
and heard the Decatur Civic Chorus for the first time. It was a 
special moment for me and one I will remember for a long time. 
Fast forward to April 2026, and here I am, standing in the shoes of 
that remarkable lady and her amazing chorus. It is fascinating 
where life will take you in the blink of an eye. 
 
As the new director of DCC, I have already begun to look at music 
that I feel fits this wonderful group of people who love to sing. This 
spring concert is no exception. As I scanned the musical holdings 
of the DCC library, I started to get a feel for the spring concert’s 
theme. We are poised to celebrate our country’s 250th birthday, 
and I feel strongly that we need healing and a good dose of 
togetherness and love. The songs I have selected try to create that 
feeling not only with the members of the group, but with the 
audience. I love this country. I always will, and I want the music to 
reflect love of self, others and country. It’s time to heal and bring 
our country together and I can think of no better way than through 
music, friendship, kindred spirits and love. 
 
I hope you will join us for my second concert with the DCC and my 
first as the official director. I hope I can honor Mary Anne and the 
choir as I continue in this position. It is an honor to be a party of 
this Georgia treasure, the Decatur Civic Chorus.     
 

  
 

 

Mark your calendars for our next concert: Dreams, Hope & Harmony! 
Sunday, May 3, 2026, at 4:00 pm 

First Baptist Church Decatur 
with Music from the Frank Hamilton School beginning at 3:30 pm 

 
Please visit www.decaturcivicchorus.org for all kinds of additional information including Historical, Contact, 
and Sponsorship.  
For the latest news and updates, follow and like us on Facebook @Decatur Civic Chorus Georgia. 
The concert will be streamed live on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/@decaturchurch/featured 
 
Please consider bringing nonperishable items for PORCH-Decatur – details in the President’s Letter below. 

Executive Board 
President:  Kent Colangelo   
Treasurer:  Bethallyn Parker  
Secretary:  Larry Boudon 
Director:  Kathryn Hartgrove 
Assistant Director:  Lindsey Benne 
Accompanist:  Soo Jin Kim 
Music:  Barbara Giebelhaus  
Patrons:  Joella Walker 
Website:  Eve Wyatt 
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From the President 
Dear Patrons and Sponsors, 
 
A warm hello from the Decatur Civic Chorus. We hope this note finds you in good health and enjoying the 
promise of spring, the colors, the lovely weather, and the sense of renewal. 
 
This spring semester has brought a bounty of change to the chorus. Following a fun and successful 
Christmas concert, our interim director, Kathryn Hartgrove, agreed to take the podium as our permanent 
artistic director. The membership is very excited to have her leading us into our 78th year. This spring 
semester has also seen our membership grow substantially with several new members from a variety of 
choral backgrounds. With Kathryn’s guidance and these new voices, we continue to build a lush, balanced 
choral sound. We are so very fortunate to have them and welcome them all with open arms. 
 
Let me tell you why we are very excited to present our spring concert on Sunday, May 3rd at 4:00 pm, called 
Dreams, Hope, and Harmony – Celebrating our Country’s 250th Anniversary. Along with a fantastic list of 
pieces we’re presenting, we’re also partnering with a couple other Decatur non-profits; The Frank Hamilton 
School and PORCH-Decatur.  
 
The Frank Hamilton School’s home is in Legacy Park and is “a place where people of all ages can come 
together to share, learn, and celebrate music.” I personally take Irish fiddle lessons at the school and know 
another chorus member taking guitar lessons. Frank Hamilton, who founded the school, is a legend in the 
folk music world and still participates in a variety of jam sessions at the school. For the half hour leading up 
to the Chorus taking the stage, several musicians from the school will be playing music for guests as they 
arrive.  
 
And we are so pleased to also support PORCH-Decatur with a food drive. PORCH-Decatur is “an all-
volunteer hunger relief organization that connects neighbors to fight local hunger”. They’ll be at the concert 
collecting nonperishable, unexpired food items (no glass) and personal care items.  
 
Please also consider supporting these other great Decatur non-profits. And on behalf of the Decatur Civic 
Chorus membership, I offer our deepest thanks for your continued support and helping us keep choral music 
available free to the Decatur community. May this spring season blossom into a wonderful summer of good 
health, friends, and joy. 
 
Warm regards, 
Kent Colangelo, President 
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From the Patrons Committee 

Meet a long-time member: 
 
Lindsy Benne grew up in Lawrence, Kansas, where she first discovered her love of singing harmony in fourth 
grade – a passion that has remained a constant throughout her life. Since then, she has rarely been without a 
choir to call home. At the University of Kansas, she sang under Clayton Krehbiel, a protégé and close 
collaborator of the legendary choral conductor Robert Shaw, whose influence helped shape a generation of 
American choral excellence. The experience was both rigorous and deeply rewarding, strengthening Lindsy’s 
lifelong connection to choral music. In addition to singing with the Decatur Civic Chorus, Lindsy occasionally 
steps into a leadership role, serving as assistant director and supporting the ensemble in new ways. She 
continues to be part of DCC because it brings her both joy and fulfillment, as well as a meaningful 
connection to music and community. 

Get to know a couple of our newest members: 

Two of our newer singers are Emanuel and Alana Morales. Alana joined DCC as an alto in the fall and had 
so much fun Emanuel joined this spring as a bass. Emanuel grew up in New Jersey and relocated to Florida 
in 2018, where he met his wife, Alana, a Florida native. Emanuel was active in his church choir and has 
participated in singing competitions and performed at Madison Square Garden. Alana was involved in high 
school choir and was a member of Melodears, a historically significant female choral ensemble. She was 
also a cast member in the productions of South Pacific and Into the Woods. Emanuel and Alana are both 
federal employees and reside in Downtown Decatur with their dog, Ruby. In their free time they enjoy 
traveling, video games, cooking, and reading. Emanuel is an avid boxer and Alana loves to color and paint. 
 
As our chorus continues to grow, we warmly invite those who love to sing to consider joining the Decatur 
Civic Chorus. 
 
With gratitude, 
Joella Walker, Patrons Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The mission of the Decatur Civic Chorus is to offer area singers an opportunity to 
participate in choral singing under qualified leadership; to enhance the cultural life of the 
community through free, quality performances; and to support community and charitable causes.
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Become a 
Sponsor!    
 

1. PRESENTING SPONSOR - $500+ 
• Name prominently listed on our website as a Presenting Sponsor with logo and web link 
• Name listed with top-tier distinction in our concert program 

• Verbal recognition during our event Opening and Closing statements 
 

2. PATRONS OF DCC - $300+ 
• Name listed on our website as a Patron of DCC with web link 

• Name listed in our concert program as a  Patron of DCC 
 

3. FRIENDS OF DCC - $100+ 
• Name listed on our website as a Friend of DCC 

Email fundraising@decaturcivicchorus.org for more information!  

Or scan to donate to DCC! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Decatur Civic Chorus is a non-profit organization under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.   
Tax ID # 58 1298703.  Donations to the DCC may be deductible; please consult with your tax advisor. 

mailto:fundraising@decaturcivicchorus.org

